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The National Disability Insurance Scheme has already been rolled out in New South Wales and 
is currently being introduced in some parts of Queensland, with the remainder of the state 
scheduled for the rollout from July 1. 

The scheme - as the name suggests - is designed to assist people in the community who have 
a disability and associated needs.  

But how do people with a disability know if they will be eligible for the scheme?  

The NDIS website provides an access checklist to help people determine whether they meet 
some of the basis criteria for eligibility. The provisions include: 

• The applicant must be either an Australian citizen or permanent resident or hold a 
protected special category visa. 

• They must be under the age of 65. 
• They must live in an area where the NDIS has been rolled out. 
• They must have requirements and the need for support of their disability, either now 

or in the future.  
 

The successful applicant would then be potentially entitled to various services, ranging from 
medical treatment to educational or vocational support. This would of course depend upon 
the availability of those services during the different rollout timelines in different cities. 

Obviously this could make things a lot easier for various members of our community. 

It is important to look into the eligibility requirements if you, a friend or a family member are 
suffering from a disability. 

Elspeth Ledwy is a Senior Associate at Kelly Legal and can be contacted on 
elspeth.ledwy@kellylegal.com.au or at www.kellylegal.com.au 

Elspeth’s articles can be accessed on the Daily Mercury website at 
http://www.dailymercury.com.au/topic/elspeth-ledwy/ or you can find 
Elspeth’s column “Mind Your Own Business” in the Daily Mercury 
newspaper each Wednesday. 
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Disclaimer: 
The contents of this 
publication are not intended 
as professional legal advice. 
You should obtain 
independent legal advice 
before relying or acting on 
any statements, 
recommendations or opinions 
contained in this publication. 
Kelly Legal Pty Ltd cannot 
accept any liability or loss 
occurring as a result of 
anyone acting in reliance on 
any material contained in this 
publication. 
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